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Dear Friends  

After the quiet weeks of Christmas and New Year we proceed with organizing weekend hikes 

and trips. Watch out for the mails announcing the trips. 

Previous weeks highlight has been the IEW, the annual meeting of all ENHG chapters. Please 

look below for report. 

The upcoming photo-exhibition marks the next highlight of our frequent activities. It will take 

place on the second General Meeting in May. Please look down for more information. 

The newsletter depends also on YOUR contributions! I f you have any reports, sketches, 

stories, pictures, encounters, poems, etc. please submit to rolfried@yahoo.de  

 

 
ENHG Al Ain Chapter Committee 

Committee members: 

Chair:  Brien Holmes; Vice Chair Brigitte Howarth; Tr easurer: Jodie Healy; Secretary: Walter 

Cramerstetter; Membership: Barb Reimer; Photography: Bob Reimer; Newsletter: Roland Ochmann; 

Library:  Marybeth Gaudette; Flora:  Jodie Healy, Brigitte Howarth; Fauna (Insects): Brigitte Howarth; 

Fauna (Birds): vacant; Environment: Jodie Healy; Ordinary Members:  Jerry Buzzell, Bill Jones, Amer 

Abu Kuhail, Joseph Mansour, Jake Gilson, Alison Lawrence 

 

Visit the webpage at www.enhg.org or contact us at enhg@yahoogroups.com (all Al Ain chapter 

members). 

 

Committee meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month in the work room at Al Ain English 

Speaking School. Everyone is welcome to participate! We are always looking for people to join our 

discussions and help deliver events. The next Committee meeting will be Tuesday 06 April  at 7:30 pm. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

2010 Tuesday Apr. 13, General Meeting, InterContinental Al Ain Resort hotel, 7:30 pm 

 Tuesday Apr. 27, General Meeting, InterContinental Al Ain Resort hotel, 7:30 pm 

 Tuesday May 04, Committee Meeting, AAESS, 7:30 pm 

 Tuesday May 11, General Meeting, InterContinental Al Ain Resort hotel, 7:30 pm 

 Tuesday May 25, Photo Exhibition, InterContinental Al Ain Resort hotel, 7:30 pm 

 

Emirates Natural History Group 
Al Ain Chapter 

Newsletter 2010/ I 
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Annual Photography Exhibition 

The Emirates Natural History Group, Al Ain Chapter is pleased to announce one of our most popular events 

on the season's calendar, the annual photography exhibition. The exhibition will be held at the Tuesday, May 

25th meeting with entries due on Tuesday, May 11th. You must be a member to exhibit; all are welcome to 

view the exhibition. 

This year the committee has thought long and hard about the direction of the photography competition. We 

have decided to try to better align it with our goal of "Observe, Record, Report" and de-emphasize the 

competition aspect by changing the competition to a juried exhibition. While we will still have judges for our 

exhibition, the duties of the judges will change. Rather than picking first, second and third place winners, the 

judges will be asked to select "photographs of note". We expect that some of the "photographs of note" will 

be for photographic excellence, but some may be for capturing unique images that are difficult to reproduce 

or other reasons the judges agree on. There will be no cash prizes this year, but but we will be producing 

certificates for "photographs of note" similar to what has been done for prize winners the past few years.  

There will be fewer categories this year, with fewer entries per photographer (four instead of eight) and a 

restriction of two entries per category. In the past it has been difficult for some entrants to fit their pictures in 

a particular category leading to quite a bit of overlap in subjects for several of the categories. Hopefully, with 

fewer categories, this will be less of an issue.  

Full details of the exhibition are available on the ENHG web site at 

 http://www.enhg.org/alain/photo2010.htm. Please note that we would like you to email smaller 

 digital versions of your entries to photocontest@ enhg.org for use in the PowerPoint presentation on the day 

of the exhibit.  

Here are some suggestions, if you would like to improve your photography. First, take pictures! There are a 

number of good web sites that will help with many aspects of your photography and also provide critiques of 

your images if you would like that help.  For landscapes, my favorite site is  

 http://www.beautiful-landscape.com. Alain Briot's essays are thoughtful and thought provoking and can help 

in many aspects of the photographic process. For natural history photographs, Arthur Morris' forum 

 http://www.birdphotographers.net  provides excellent critiques and educational tips. 

When printing your photos, two complaints I hear (and sometimes make) are, "the photograph had different 

colours on the screen than it did on the print" and "the print is darker than it looked on my screen."  

The first problem is caused by having a monitor that isn't calibrated.  If you are finding difficulty with this, I 

have hardware and software that will calibrate your monitor and am willing to help out at mutually agreeable 

times.  

The second problem is caused by the fact that the monitor is lit from the rear while the paper photograph is lit 

by reflected light and therefore will often appear darker. This needs to be accounted for when you adjust the 

photograph for printing.  

Which brings up the point about post-processing your digital images. The term "photoshopping" has become 

part of the vernacular now, but you don't need to have Adobe Photoshop in order to optimize your images. 

Most camera manufacturers provide software with their cameras which is quite capable. Free software such as 

FastStone Image Viewer and GIMP can be quite useful. If you want many of the features of Photoshop, 

without the large price tag, you might want to consider purchasing Adobe Photoshop Elements.  

Now is the time to start going through your images from the past year and select your best. As you take more 

pictures over the next few weeks, decide whether you prefer some of your more recent images to your 

previously selected ones. As it gets closer to the entry deadline, you will have a selection of work to pick your 

favorite four of to print and exhibit. We're looking forward to receiving those entries on May 11th and 

seeing you at the exhibition on May 25th. 

Warm regards, Bob Reimer 

 

http://www.enhg.org/alain/photo2010.htm
mailto:photocontest@enhg.org
http://www.beautiful-landscape.com/
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Walking and Hiking Trails in A l Ain  

 
For several months, we have been working with staff in the Town Planning Department to develop Walking 

Trails for residents, tourists and visitors in Al Ain city and Hiking Trails on Jebel Hafeet. The trails on Jebel 

Hafeet would offer different levels of difficulty and would include signs with explanations of the geology, 

plants and animals. We will keep members informed of further progress. 

 

What Happened on Recent Hikes, Walks 

 
Each weekend we try to offer one or two field trips to some of the destinations within a short driving distance 

of Al Ain. Our field trip leaders are all volunteers and each tries to make each field trip as interesting and 

informative as possible. We are always looking for volunteers to lead trips; please contact a Committee 

member if you would like to lead trips. 

We ask members to dress appropriately and wear proper footwear. Please remember to bring plenty of water 

and a snack. It is important to let the trip leader know if you have a medical condition which the field trip 

leader should take into account when selecting routes etc. Our field trip leaders carry a satellite phone on 

most trips; members should carry a small first aid kit. 

 
Friday 18 Dec Al Ain old souq 

Saturday 19 Dec  Wadi check after the rainfalls 

Thursday 24 Dec: Christmas Eve near Jebel Quattara 

  

  Singing of Christmas carols after BBQ 

Friday 01 Jan Jebel Hafeet tombs  

There are over 500 known grave sites around the Jebel, dating back around 5,000 years. 

Although many have been destroyed (maybe not recognized for what they are?), the 

Department of Antiquities have restored some along the base of Jebel Hafit. The tombs 

are up to 4 metres high, and the entrances face south. You will be able to explore and 

enter several of these restored tombs, and climb up to see other possible graves along the 

lower mountain slopes. 

Here are updated pictures of Hafeet tombs and Mezyed fort by Amer 

http://someone1986. blogspot. com/2010/ 01/hafeet- tombs-and- mezyed-fort. html 

Saturday 02 Jan Wadi Aboul 

http://someone1986.blogspot.com/2010/01/hafeet-tombs-and-mezyed-fort.html
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Friday 15 Jan Follow-up meeting to Jazira 

varied activities to suit those that liked to observe fauna and flora but also for those who 

liked to enjoy the peace and quiet of this lovely mountain oasis. 

On arrival some wandered through the oasis, or got involved in identifying plants or 

insects. Opportunities for walking up the wadi, returning via some abandoned houses 

and appreciating the way people would have been living up until just a decade ago or so. 

Before dark we have set up the chapter's mercury vapour light near the gorge in order to 

attract flying insects. As Bob reported, up to now the midges he found riding on 

dragonfly wings have all been females and those that are helping describe this 'new to 

science' species have expressed an interest in also finding a male to add to the holo type 

female Bob has provided. Therefore, as the last rays of sun disappeared we have set up 

our own 'sun' or light and attracted some flying visitors for us to study for about an hour.  

Friday 22 Jan Subeitah Oasis- exploring plants and animals 

Subaitha was one of Marijke Jongbloed's favourite destinations as the plant diversity is 

phenomenal, especially along the falaj that exits the oasis and leads to the pool we enjoy 

a dip in. One of our most memorable field trips to Subaitha was when Marijcke lead a 

trip for us, and we do have footage of this visit amongst our archives. Subaitha is a 

mountain oasis with a deep gorge. The wadi leads also to the pool, just as the falaj does. 

Therefore, we were able to split up the group and offered those that prefered to walk in 

the gorge the opportunity to do so, whilst others walked to the pool along the falaj which 

is at a lofty height. Some of us meandered rather more slowly and tried to identify fauna 

and flora along the way. 

Saturday 23 morning trip to Wadi Nahyan for a flora and fauna walk 

afternoon hike to ñinfinity poolsô 

Friday 05 Feb: Fossil Valley 

As a result of the December rains, the annuals in Fossil Valley begun to make their 

appearance. The trip out to Fossil Valley was to observe, identify and record this year's 

annuals (as well as looking at the progress of the perennials). As Fossil Valley is a large 

area we concentrated our efforts in a couple of different locations within the valley. 

Friday 12 Feb: Morning hike to hanging gardens to observe the effect of recent rainfalls 

afternoon trip to Jazeera oasis for the monthly record of plants, species, etc. 

Thursday 25 to Saturday 27: IEW 

Friday 19 Mar Musah Oasis 

Friday 26 to Saturday 27 Bahla/ Hamra weekend 

A weekend trip, started with exploration of old Bahla village around the Bahla Fort and 

short look to the souq. 

Unfortunately the pottery 

was closed (Friday noon).  
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After a short noon brake we drove to Hamra old village, strolling around, experiencing the traditional works 

in a living museum. 

After relaxing walk 

through the oasis we 

moved to Yarya 

oasis for the star 

gazing experience. 

   

 

Saturday morning we 

took again a stroll 

through Yarya oasis 

and the falaj system, 

then we went to 

Misfat scenic village 

(report by Cheryl see 

below) 

 

 

Friday 26 Mar Dayhike with Bill 

 

RECENT MEETINGS  

Dragonflies 

Tuesday 12.Jan 2010 

Bob Reimer spends a lot of time recording insects in the field using his camera. A few years back when going 

over his photographs of dragonflies he  noticed 'something' on the wings of some dragonflies. On closer 

inspection this turned out to be a small midge! Bob has since then been recording this occurrence and had 

shared some exciting news with us. Many theories exist as to why some insects 'hitch a ride' with others, but 

Bob will gave us his own view based on further research. Bob's interest in damselflies and dragonflies has 

also resulted in joint authorship with Gary Feulner and Dick Hornby (Tribulus, Vol. 17, p. 37-62). 

 

 

Translocation of corals in Jebel Ali and Palm Jebel Ali area (Dubai) 

Tuesday 09.Feb 2010 

Keith Wilson is a marine biologist.  Before he moved to 

UAE, he was Senior Fisheries Officer with the 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, 

Hong Kong SAR, China for 13 years. He came to 

Dubai to work for Nakheel about two years ago and is 

now working with the Emirates Marine Environmental 

Group where he is director of their Marine Programme. 

He spoke to us about EMEG's coral translocation 

project. and gave an impression of how corals have 

been translocated caused by construction and dredging 

activities in the area of Jebel Ali, Dubai. Methods, 

difficulties, statistics about mortality and species of 

corals have been presented. 
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Fish studies in the Al Ain fish souq 

Tuesday 23.Feb.2010 

Phil Iddison, one of our lifetime members, talked 

about his discoveries in the Al Ain fish market, 

praised the benefits of the locations (the fish cannot 

escape and pictures can be taken without any hurry) 

and transferred a lot of information about diversity, 

source and specifications of what can be found in the 

market. 

Members had the opportunity to follow his lecture on 

the following Friday at the IEWôs morning walk to 

Al Ain souq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical importance of pearling in the Gulf 

Tuesday 09 March.2010 

Victoria Penziner, a Fulbright stipendiate of Florida 

State University and one of our members, researched 

in previous weeks about pearl fishing and trading. 

She talked in a vivid lecture about trade routes, 

fashion and finance of the pearling in the Gulf region. 

It comes out that this business of pearl fishing and 

trading was extremely volatile and one of the first 

victims of globalization because pearls are a real 

luxury good and depends on wealth and fashion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts and figures of pearling in the Gulf 

Tuesday 23 March.2010 

In the second part of Victoria Penzinerôs lecture we 

heard about the problems of ñdoing the pearl divingò: 

How to find the pearl banks, how to recognize the 

right mussels, fight with wind, weather, illness, 

injuries, living on the boats and all the logistic 

beyond. 
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IEW Special 
 

The IEW took place form 25 to 27 February 2010, this years host has been the Al Ain  chapter.  

Pictures and reports of single events 

Thursday evening: Light trapping  (16 participants) 

 Moonwalks 

  Afrathe to Big structure (4 participants) 
The hike started near Afrathe with an óup and overô and then lead into an expansive plain, 

ended up in what we call Big Structures (due to the remaining of big structures there). 

These are the remnants of a settlement and include terracing and a falaj system. 

  Khutwah to Village One (17 participants) 
A pleasant walk to an abandoned village upstream from the Khutwah Oasis. We followed 

the falaj to Sultan's Oasis and hiked up and over Bob's Ridge to the village. An alternate 

route was taken back to the Khutwah Oasis, going around the ridge and following a 

donkey trail beside the wadi. 

 

Friday  Morning 

o Al Ain birding fieldtrip with Dave (11 participants) 
There are two locations in Al Ain: At Green Mubazarrah we looked for resident mountain 

birds, such as hooded and Hume's wheatears, buntings, Barbary falcon, babblers, sand 

partridge and wintering and migrating birds such as plain-leaf, Menetrie's, desert Asian and 

other warblers, red-tailed and desert wheatear, blue rock thrush, shrikes and the occasional 

odd bird.  

We started in the parks grassy areas and then headed to the acacia trees in Wadi Nayhan. 

After Green Mubazarrah, both are close, so either: the Water Treatment plant lake, in 

time to saw flocks of chestnut bellied sand grouse making their daily trip from as much as 

30 kilometers away for their daily drink of water. Also at the lake have been numerous 

waterfowl, waders, swallow and martins, and the occasional raptor.  

The visit to the manmade wetlands of Zakher Lake (aka Khasis Lake) where many types of 

herons and other large waterfowl could be seen. 

o Al Ain souk with Phil and Amer (17 participants) 
A walk through the central market area in Al Ain. It has been interesting to see the changes 

since Philôs last visit in 2006, for instance the range herbs and vegetables for sale, were 

there still foraged items, what range of fish species were on display, have the range of 

traditional and craft items diminished? 

o Al Dhaher oasis (36 participants) 
The oasis at A'Dahir, located above a deep wadi bed, is a well-kept collection of small 

farms with fodder crops, a variety of citrus and other fruit trees in addition to the date 

palms. A'Dahir has not seen the transformation to market gardening that has been 

introduced elsewhere (i.e. Khutwah) and many of the villas are still occupied by Omani 

residents and laborers. The tour included the falaj systems and the oasis. The area is rich in 

cultivated and native plants. 
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On Friday morning Feb. 26
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Mts behind Mahada. Principal attractions were the traditional plantation, a rich assortment of 

native plants responding to recent rains, and a working underground falaj system.  During the 

lunch break Martina climbed down into one of falaj shafts and photographed the bat below. �±
FOCUS Ed. 

Photo: Martina Beck 

 

My main question about this bat was: Why 

was it alone at the entrance of the falaj?  Was 

it sick? I asked Drew Gardner, and he 

answered my question and returned the 

following identification: The bat is a Muscat 

mouse-tailed bat, Rhinopoma muscatellum 

(and clearly a male!). You can tell by the 

thin long tail, and also because it does not 

have a nose leaf. This species often roosts 

alone, and was almost certainly not sick.  

However, there were almost certainly other bats in the falaj, also hanging apart from the others. 

That falaj usually has between 50 and 200 mouse-tailed bats scattered along its interior. 

Martina Beck 
 

o AlAin oasis with Phil and Amer (36 participants)) 
A stroll through the Al Ain Oasis, with itse water management, a range of construction 

styles and materials, details of date palm cultivation, other crops, flora and possibly some 

wildlife to be observed. 

o Work shop insect orders in the UAE (7 participants) 

 

o Field trip Wadi plants with Jodie (8 participants) 
We went to Wadi Khudrah to look at the different types of plants that grow in or near the 

wadi and looked at some of the features of their general habitat that influence their growth. 

We recorded the different species that occur and made observations about them including 

their association with other flora and fauna 


